
Types of Puppetry
There are many different styles of puppetry, and lots of exciting ways to 
incorporate the simpler versions into a classroom situation. From the Muppets, 
through Spitting Image to Peppa Pig, entertainment companies are continuing to 
use puppets to tell  their stories to audiences of all ages. Working with your children 
youÕll find new ways of bringing your stories you share with them to life.

Some of the types of puppetry we talked about include:

¥ Finger Puppet
¥ Glove Rod Puppet
¥ Hand/Glove Puppet
¥ Marionette/ String Puppet
¥ Shadow Puppet 
¥ Sock Puppet 
¥ VentriloquistÕs Dummy

Making Sock Puppets
There are no rules when it  comes to making your puppets, and you may find that 
the children prefer to be more abstract  that you first envisaged. However, in 
essence using the materials below:

¥ The sock makes the head/body of the puppet
! You will probably find it  easier to add the rest  of the materials when the 

sock is already in place on your hand
¥ The elastic band is optional but helps to shape the mouth
¥ The balloon or piece of shaped material make a tongue
¥ The eyes are stuck on the sock...to make eyes
¥ The wool can be bunched/shaped and used to make hair
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Basics of Puppetry

The most important  aspect  is to have fun and let  the children know that  you truly 
believe in what you are doing. In many ways, puppetry is a very ÒsillyÓ art form, but 
can be the most engaging method of communication for people of all ages, so 
committing to the characters and story is key. Other things to think about include:

Character
Decide if your puppet is telling the story, part of the story or part of the audience 
as you tell the story. Great fun can be had with all options.
Consistency 
Once you have chosen a character for your puppet stick to it  so the children 
believe it more.
Eye Contact
If your puppet  is engaging with another puppet then you match the eye contact 
they should be making also. The puppeteer should seem invisible.
Interaction
Think about whether your puppet interacts with other characters or with you as its 
puppeteer. That will shape how the story unfolds.
Lip-Synching
Remember that we start talking by opening THEN closing our mouths.
Positioning
Keep the puppet as upright as possible, include a bounce if walking with it and try 
to match any physical moves they make, like looking left/right.
Storytelling 
Whatever else happens with your puppet, DonÕt forget to TELL THE STORY!
Vocal Range
Accents and ÒvoicesÓ add a huge layer of character to the puppet

Vocalising your Puppet
Exercises you can do to practise talking with the puppet include:

¥ Counting to 10 - donÕt rush over any numbers with multiple syllables (7, 11, 17)
¥ Singing simple songs like ÒRow, row, row your boatÓ - Enjoy words like ÒmerrilyÓ

Now go away and have some fun!


